Chemotherapy of carcinoma of renal pelvis: preliminary report.
Seven patients with metastatic and/or recurrent transitional cell carcinoma of the renal pelvis treated with systemic chemotherapy are evaluated. The median age of the patients was fifty-five; 6 were men, 6 of the tumors were histologic grade III and Stage C at the time of nephroureterectomy. Most of the patients presented with a large recurrent mass at the original site of surgery in addition to bone and/or pulmonary metastases. Four patients were treated with CISCA combination chemotherapy (cis-platinum, cyclophosphamide, and doxorubicin), and responded with 1 partial remission, 1 less than partial remission, and 2 symptomatic improvement. Two patients were treated with FAM combination chemotherapy (5-fluorouracil, doxorubicin, and mitomycin C) and demonstrated an objective response. One patient had a less than partial remission (30 per cent) and the second patient a partial remission. The seventh patient was treated with alternating courses of CISCA and FAM and thus far has received 8 courses and is in complete remission. The median survival time of the 7 patients is seven months (range four to fourteen months). Transitional cell carcinoma of the renal pelvis is responsive to chemotherapy; therefore, trials are indicated.